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Aide Says'Ford Knew of Alleged Korean Bribery and Ordered Inquiry) 


By RICHARD HALLORAN • 

.Will to The K«w Yort Tlmei *. 

WASHINGTON; Jarf.*2 lr- Former Presi- 
dent Ford ’Was personally informed in 
1975 that United States Congressmen 
vere suspected ‘of having taken South 
oreon bribes and he ordered an invest!- 
.atofon by the Justice Department. 

The formcr'President acknowledged, in 
responding to' ah Inquiry by The New 
York Times made through an aide at his 
home in California, that Secretary of 
State Henry A. : Kissinger came to him 
in the fall of 1975 with intelligence re- 
ports alleging that'foftir or five Cotigress 1 
men had accepted Korean payments. • 

Mr. Ford is tfl£ highest American offi- 
cial known to have been aware of the 


Korean operation. That the President ■ 
him. self was appriscr of alleged bribery. | 
which was not known before, Under- 
scores the sensitivity then attached to 
the possible political and diplomatic con- 
sequences of the allegations.! . 

Dr. Kissinger has previously acknowl- 
edged that he. had been aware of Korean 
lobbying, in Washington as far back as 
the early 1970’s, when he was special 
assistant to the President for national 
security affairs. But he has said that he 
had not known about anything illegal 
until, 1975. . * » '• • • ' 

Others Knew of Lobbying 

Former Secretary of State William P- 
Rogers and former Secretary of Defense 
Melviri R. Laird also have said that the} 


^had known or South Korean lobbying, 
particularly on trying to alter plans for 
the wHhdrawal of troops from Korea, but 
that they had no knowledge of any ille- 
galities. , 

Former aides to Mr. Ford said that 
when told of the allegations he seemed 
suprised and said that he had not hcatd 
of such matters While he was Vice Presi- 
dent op Minority.. Leader in the House 
of Representatives. Mf. Ford is known 
to have been entertained by Tongsun 
i Park, the Korean businessman who was 
allegedly Seoul’s political agent, and to 
have been a member of Mr. Park’s George 
Town Club here. ... v ... 

». There is some . dispute on the speed 
with which the Justice Department react- 
ed to the Presidential order to investi- 
gate. Former officials in the Ford Admin- 
istration said that they had begun im- 
mediate, careful inquiry, working their 
way through a thicket of legal and diplo- 
matic puzzles. But officials of the. Carter 
Administration maintain that the inquiry 
did not really get going until they took 
office a year ago. r » /* - vi % Uv > 

The sequence that led to Mr, Ford 
began in /the spring, of 1975, according 
toC former’ officials*. When the Assistant 
Becfetfcrvrl of > State, for East; Asia, PhiHp 
C. Habib, received a intelligence reports 
naming four or five Congressmen as hav- 
ing taken Korean bribes. 

Fears After Fall of Vietnam 
Who the Congressmen were and oilier 
details of the reported 1975 allegations 

’ i 


couTd imFbcTearned. ThAt yeaf espe- 

cially active, for the Kprean lobbying 
operation because of fears, in Seoul that 
the United States might abandon Korea 
after the fall of South Vietnam to Com- 
munist control that spring. , • 

Mr. Habib, who is how the Undersecre- 
tary of State, had been preoccupied with 
the situation in Vietnam and tis said to 
have walled until the summer to Inform 
Dr. Kissinger. bv,theh the Secretary of 
State, about the reported bribery. Having 
been ambassador to Korea before return- 
ing to Washington, Mr. Habib was report 
cdly well awara>of the $outh Korean ef*. 
fort to influence Congressmen. He has 
consistently declined to discuss his role 
in the episode. , r i * •- • . •• ' ■ 

Dr. Kissinger. in turn. reported the, al- 
leged bribery to President Ford In the 
fall of 1975, probably In October, the for- 
mer officials said. Mr. Ford, en.arde said, 
then* ordered the. matter turifed over to 
the* Justice Department. The, .State TW 
partmertt also turned over «ta files 



Vquested the Justice .Department t6 Inves- 
.tigftte after a Senate subdorrtmUtee asked’ 
f or the State D epartment’ jj ilesjor Its i 


- 1 


investigation Into the Gulf Oil 1 Corpora- 
tion's polltioal contributions to -South 
Korea’s ruling party. Mr.. Habib was said 
‘to have tola Senate ‘investigators -that 
the question was "very sensitive.”. 'Jj* . 

. Orders from Attorney General , 

In any event, the former Assistant At- 
torney General in charge of the criminal 
division, Richard Thornburgh,' said that 
he had received his orders to investigate 
from Attorney General Edward H. Levi 
in late 1975. Reached; by telphone at his 
law office in Pittsburgh, Mr. Thornburgh 
said that he had given the task to the 
department's public integrity section in 
early 1976. - -j«- 

j Mr. Thornburgh asserted that his staff 
had undertaken > a "carefully structured” 
investigation , put together • "brick by 

brick.” , 4 s !i sv ,; . 

He declined to discuss diplomatic Con- 
siderations that may have slowed the in- 
vestigation. But they evidently Included 
the Ford Administration's concern that 
1 the United Slates' security relationship 
with South Korea not be jeopardized. 


Mr. Thornburgh said that the inquiries 
of his staff had been preliminary to 
presenting a case to the grand jury, 
which he said began in June 1976. More 
manpower was added in the fall of 1976 
he said, and late in that year the Justice 
Department brought in the Internal Rev- [ 
enue Service, the Securities and Exchange > 
Commission and other agencies. • 1 

Press Reports Surfaced 

It was qn that period that press reports 
about the Korean lobby and the Justice 
Department investigation surfaced. 

The present Attorney General, Griffin 
B. Bell, and the Assistant Attorney Gener- 
al In charge of the criminal division, Ben- 
jamin R. Clvileltl, have given a somewhat 
different version and suggested that the 
serious investigation began only after 
■thev took office in January 1977. 

I*. Mr. Bell has said that when he assumed ' 
his post, ”1 found we had one lawyer 
working) on the case.” He assorted that 
he had assigned five lawyers, 12 Federal 
Bureau of Investigation agents and 12 
Internal Revenue Service agents, to the 
Investigation, "and we have been moving 
along. ' • . ^ ‘ 

Mr. CWiletti, in a meeting With Con- 
gressmen last summer, said inat the Jus- 
1 lice Department's investigation did not 
began until July 1976 and that^it was 
pursued in a preliminary wav Until Octo- 
ber of that year, taking about .half of ; 
one lawyer’s time. ' ' i • ’ ? •; 

In October, he' said, a lawyer was as- 
feigned full time and presentations’ to the 
grand jiiiV. begartl The fetkff was Increased 
s to thrteii4wyerfe*:iri December 1976, and 
then "tor the staff described by Mr. Bell 
lift Mafch 1977, • V * \ • 


